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Responding to the Standards

Topic: Using technology tools to increase student achievement on district benchmark exams.
Questions:

1. How can we improve student scores on district-wide benchmark exams?

2. Will students be more engaged if teachers deliver content via teacher-created PowerPoint lessons?

3. What technologies can we use to reinforce and re-teach missed content?
4. Can the use of a responder for formative and summative assessments improve scores?

Rationale:


In our district we are in the process of an Enhancing Education Through Technology grant where one of the goals is to “improve academic achievement of the state content standards” (California Department of Education, 2009). We are endeavoring to meet this goal by providing our teachers with technology training, teacher-created technology-rich lesson plans, classroom computers, Renaissance responders, and several types of software. I am interested in conducting my own research on this topic to find out if we truly are succeeding in what we said we would do.

I hope to show that students will be more engaged in lessons which are presented with the technology tools available by comparing grant participants to non-participants. I will also document the types of technologies used to reinforce lessons, and their frequency. Additionally, all grant participants are required to use their responders for the benchmark exams rather than the traditional scantron forms. I believe that the combination of these tools will show an improved score on the benchmark exams taking place toward the end of November.
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